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Other Materials Available 
from the Commission 


The Mandate, Royal Commission on Aboriginal 
Peoples, background documents 
(August 1991) 


The Right of Aboriginal Self-Government and the 
Constitution: A Commentary 

(February 1992) 

The Circle, RCAP newsletter 

Terms of Reference, pamphlet 

Speeches by Co-Chairs Dussault and Erasmus, 
Official launch of the public hearings, Winnipeg, 
2) Apruulee2 


“A Time to Talk —- A Time to Listen”, poster 


Framing the Issues, Discussion paper no. 1| 
(October 1992) 


Focusing the Dialogue, Discussion paper no. 2 
(April 1993) 


Focusing the Dialogue (April 1993), video, 
available only to groups 


Overview of the Second Round ain Michael Cassidy 
(April 1993) 


Publicatiens 


Focusing the 


Dialogue 


Preparing for 
Rounds 3 and 4 


Over 49 days of hearings during Round 2 
of its public consultations, held between 
October 27 and December 10, 1992, the 
Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples heard the 
beginnings of dialogue among those who are com- 
mitted to the idea that real change is possible in the 
forces and structures that govern relations between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in this country. 


In moving from the listening phase to the discussion 
phase of its consultations, the Commission is seeking 
to focus the dialogue by sharing with readers what 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people are saying 
about their visions for the future — visions they would 
like to make real in their lifetimes. These visions are 
anchored by four ‘touchstones for change’ that speakers 
before the Commission referred to time and again: 


a new relationship between Aboriginal and non- 
Aboriginal people, 


@ self-determination, 
® self-sufficiency, and 
healing. 


The touchstones are core ideas — starting points and 
end goals for many participants in the hearings. In 
Focusing the Dialogue, the Commission hopes to pro- 
mote debate on the content and priorities for our 
work by testing the touchstones as possible guide- 
lines for our future recommendations. ‘This summa- 
ry booklet presents some of the key facets of the 
four touchstones for change. 


The Four Touchstones 


In identifying the four touchstones for change, 
Commissioners are proposing a preliminary frame- 
work for assessing the many recommendations and 
proposals now coming forward through the public 
consultations process and those soon to come 
through the Commission’s research and intervenor 
participation programs. We would like to discover 
how widely these four core ideas are shared, not 
only among Aboriginal people and governments, 
but also among non-Aboriginal people and govern- 
ments, for if meaningful change is to occur, their 
commitment is essential too. 


The four touchstones — a new relationship, self- 
determination, self-sufficiency, and healing — are 
deeply interdependent. Reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people will elude us 
unless conspicuous progress is made toward self- 
determination, self-sufficiency and healing for all 
First Peoples. Self-determination, expressed 
through self-government, cannot be exercised with- 
out a solid foundation of economic self-sufficiency. 
Conversely, self-government is a tool to bring eco- 
nomic objectives to fruition. And to complete the 
circle, positive change in any of these areas requires 
deep healing in Aboriginal communities to mend 
the wounds of the colonial past. 


The Relationship 


Forging a new relationship between Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people means establishing equality, 
respect and reconciliation. 


Commissioners were told that our first task should 
be to demonstrate to all Canadians that the original 
and enduring presence of First Peoples is a funda- 
mental, immutable characteristic of this country. 
Neither the historical formation nor the modern 
essence of Canada is comprehensible without recog- 
nition of the contributions of a// its peoples, both 
those who were here first and those who came later. 


‘To overcome the historical legacy of conflict and 
domination and bring about reconciliation, we need 
a new way of relating to one another — a relation- 
ship that recognizes the many commonalities of 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people but also the 
differences between them. 


Establishing equality and respect requires 
Canadians to honour the right of Aboriginal people 
to be different — not just different in an individual, 
private sense, but collectively and publicly different. 
Among the mechanisms to improve the relationship 
could be public education, cross-cultural training, 
anti-racist education and policies, change through 
legislation, and reformulation of the relations of 
power between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. 


Self-Determination 


Self-determination means the right of Aboriginal 
peoples to control their collective futures — the right 
to define themselves and their place in society and 
the right to consent to the means by which they are 
governed. 


Aboriginal peoples have resisted assimilation, but 
they have also found themselves pushed to the mar- 
gins of Canadian society. The Commission is seek- 
ing more positive options — options that offer 
genuine opportunities for Aboriginal people to 
negotiate how they will participate in Canadian 
society without sacrificing what gives them their 
specific identity as Aboriginal people. 


Self-government is one means of achieving self- 
determination. Aboriginal peoples today are making 
a fundamental choice: to pursue self-government 
within Confederation, to join in the process of 
building a country that derives its strength from the 
contributions of all its peoples. Among the routes to 
self-government could be constitutional amend- 
ment, extension of the treaty and land claims pro- 
cess, federal or provincial legislation, and 
government-to-government agreements. 
Perspectives on these approaches vary with the situ- 
ation of Aboriginal people as First Nations, Métis 
or Inuit, as residents of reserves, villages or cities, as 
treaty or non-treaty people, as status or non-status 
Indians, and as men or women. 


Self-Sufficiency 


The ability to be self-sustaining implies more than 
subsistence or sheer survival — it implies the chance 
to thrive, to flourish, to prosper. Self-sufficiency 
entails more than money or possessions; it also 
engenders the sense of accomplishment and self- 
worth that comes with the ability to be self-sustain- 
ing according to one’s own cultural values. 


Aboriginal people are descendants of some of the 
most self-reliant cultures on earth. Regaining self- 
sufficiency means breaking the cycle of poverty, 
ending dependency on transfers from governments, 
providing meaningful employment opportunities, 
preserving traditional modes of self-sufficiency, and 
financing social development and self-government. 


Commissioners heard about models for change 
based on partnerships with government and indus- 
try, as well as resource management by Aboriginal 
people. Among the dynamic ideas for solving the 
complex puzzle of self-sufficiency, most revolved 
around one of three themes: access to and control of 
land and resources, strengthening the traditional 
economy, and access to the modern economy. 
Presenters made it clear that self-government will 
be of no use unless it includes the means to make 
self-sufficiency possible too. 


Healing 


Physical, emotional and spiritual healing are needed 
to remedy the cumulative effects of decades of mis- 
treatment and neglect of Aboriginal people — not 
just direct harm to individuals but countless acts and 
policies of intentional and unintentional assault on 
Aboriginal communities and cultures. 


The struggle to survive years of abuse has strength- 
ened the resolve of Aboriginal people to overcome 
its negative consequences, which underlie the harsh 
realities of poor health and living standards, family 
instability and violence, high rates of crime and 
imprisonment, substance abuse and suicide. 


Good health means more than the absence of dis- 
ease, the presence of adequate sanitary conditions, 
and the provision of health and social services — as 
important as those are. A holistic approach sees 
health as the core of well-being at the centre of each 
healthy person and the vitality that animates healthy 
communities and cultures. Healing therefore 
requires strengthening and rebuilding Aboriginal 
cultures as the foundation for self-assured and self- 
respecting people and communities. The 
Commission heard numerous examples of creative 
work being done to make healing a reality in 
Aboriginal communities. 


Seeking Solutions 


The Commission is seeking solutions to persistent 
socio-economic and political problems that have 
been described many times before, but with little 
impact on the priorities of Canadian governments 
or the realities of Aboriginal lives. Our hope is to 
leave a legacy of useful and substantial ideas for 
change on many fronts. 


Commissioners would like to focus the dialogue 
during the next rounds of hearings on the four 
touchstones for change and the questions they raise 
for all of us with a commitment to the transforma- 
tion of Aboriginal lives and reconciliation with non- 


Aboriginal people: 


@ Are the four touchstones for change introduced 
in this summary objectives that should guide devel- 
opment of the Commission’s recommendations? 
Are there others as important as these? 


@ What are the barriers to change in the four 
aspects of life referred to by the touchstones? How 
can we remove these barriers? 


@ What are the solutions that will really work to | 
bring about lasting change in the four areas identi- 
fied by the touchstones? 


Commissioners look forward to many thoughtful 
responses. 


How to Participate 
in Round 3 


By presenting the four touchstones for change 
in preliminary form now, the Commission 
is inviting responses from Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people alike. Our intention is to 
extend and focus a dialogue that is already under way 
and to share the process of deliberation and devel- 
opment of our recommendations. 


The Commission’s third and fourth rounds of hear- 
ings will be held in May/June and October/November 
of 1993. We hope that many more people — both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal — will join us to take 
full advantage of these opportunities. Those who 
wish to participate can obtain further information 
from the address or telephone numbers listed 
below. Commissioners look forward to intensive 
and fruitful discussions. 


How to reach the Commission 


Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 
P.O. Box 1993, Station B 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 1B2 


‘Telephone: (613) 943-2075 
Facsimile: (613) 943-0304 


‘Toll-free: 
1-800-387-2148 (Cree, Inuktitut, Ojibway) 
1-800-363-8235 (English, French, Chipewyan) 
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